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Specification 

1 . Title of the Device 

Printout-Type Meal Ticket Vendor Having a Calorie Display 

2. Claim For Utility Model Registration 

A printout-type meal ticket vendor having a calorie display, characterized 
in that, in a printing-type meal ticket vendor, a calorie key and a calorie recording 
key are established as input keys and, moreover, a calorie data file is established 
in a RAM, then calorie data for a list of meals is recorded and stored in the 
above-mentioned file using the above-mentioned keys, and when a meal ticket is 
purchased, calorie data is displayed and printed on the ticket for the ordered 
meal. 

3. Detailed Description of the Device 
[Field of Industrial Application] 

The present device relates to a meal ticket vendor that vends tickets for 
meals that are ordered in cafeterias and the like. 
[Prior Art] 

Conventionally, meal ticket vendors only print the name, total monetary 
price, and serving quantity of a meal on the meal ticket, so the role of the meal 
ticket is nothing more than to indicate who has been served what meal. 
Consequently, although they are useful to cafeterias and the like for such things 
as calculating sales, the customers paid no particular attention to them. 
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[Problem to be Solved by the Device] 

Recently, an increasing number of people have been paying attention to 
the preservation and maintenance of their health. Calorie calculations made 
during meals are an essential aspect of health maintenance, but except for 
professional nutritionists, it is difficult for the average person to make on-the-spot 
calculations of how many calories are in their meal. Consequently, there are 
many cases where it would be helpful to the maintenance of the average 
person's health if additional information were printed on meal tickets to indicate 
how many calories there are in an ordered meal. The meal ticket would thus give 
customers some beneficial information to think about and improve service to 
them. 

The purpose of the present device, with the above information in mind, is 
to provide a meal ticket vendor that is devised to print calorie information on meal 
tickets. 

[Means For Solving the Problem] 

The meal ticket vendor of the present device is devised such that a calorie 
key and a calorie recording key are established as input keys and, moreover, a 
calorie data file is established in a RAM, then calorie data for a list of meals is 
recorded and stored in the above-mentioned file using the above-mentioned 
keys, and when a meal ticket is purchased, the calorie data is displayed and 
printed on the ticket for the ordered meal. 
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[Embodiments] 

The following is one embodiment, with reference to diagrams, of the 
present device. FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the basic configuration of the 
present device. It is shown with a key input unit 1, a regulator 2, a ROM unit 3, a 
RAM unit 4, an operation unit 5, a displayer 6, and a printer 7. As a ticket vendor, 
it has parts for handling actual coins, such as a detector for processing inserted 
money, a coin collector, and a change-making mechanism, but since the present 
device is only concerned with the processing of meal tickets, these are not 
shown in the diagrams. In addition to the meal list key, the number keys, the 
monetary amount key, and so forth that are found on ordinary meal ticket 
vendors, a calorie key and a calorie recording key are also situated as special 
keys 1a on the key input unit 1. Furthermore, the calorie data file 4a, that stores 
calorie data in a meal list, is specially situated on the RAM unit 4. 

(3) 
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When a key from the key input unit is pressed, the regulator 2 uses an 
output command to calls up the ROM unit 3, whereby the inputted key is 
deciphered, its corresponding data is processed by the operation unit 5 and the 
RAM unit 4, and the results are momentarily set and recorded in the RAM unit 4, 
then the data recorded in the RAM unit 4 is called out and displayed on displayer 
6, and the printer 7 prints out a meal ticket. 

In the present device, a calorie recording key and a calorie key are 
established as special keys 1a on the key input unit 1, and these are used to 
make the calorie data file 4a of the RAM unit 4 record calorie data to the meal list 
(i.e. the recording process). When this recording process is executed, the 
customer presses a key corresponding to the name of the ordered meal, then the 
calories of the ordered meal are specially printed out on the meal ticket in 
addition to the other items that display on conventional devices. 

FIG. 2 shows in detail the recording process and ticket issuing process of 
the ticket vendor of the present device. First, we give a description of the 
recording process of FIG. 2(a) according to the sequence numbers therein. 
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Pressing the calorie key sets the calorie data file 4a of RAM unit 4, then the 
displayer 6 displays "Kcal" in the calorie recording mode. Pressing "Ramen" from 
among the meal name keys then designates the address for ramen (010) that is 
recorded in the calorie data file 4a, and "Ramen" displays. Next, "5", "6", and "0" 
are inputted from the number keys, and "560" is newly added to the display. At 
this point, after confirming "Ramen 560 Kcal", the calorie recording key, for the 
first times, establishes the number 560 in calorie data file 4a, a recording display 
flashes, indicating what has been recorded, thus completing the recording of 
calories for ramen. It is possible to repeat this recording in the same sequence 
for other meal names, as well. 

Next is a description of the ticket issuing process according to FIG. 2(b). 
Pressing "Ramen" from among the meal name keys causes the displayer 6 to 
flash "Ramen", then in addition to the "Ramen 350 yen" printout found as printout 
data on conventional devices, the number 560 that was called out from the 010 
address of calorie data file 4a is converted into printout data by the operation unit 
5, and the calorie data is added and printed out, thus completing the ticket 
issuing process. 

(5) 
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[Effect of the Device] 

As described above, by printing out calories along with the meal name and 
monetary amount on meal tickets and providing calorie data as new information 
on to the conventional, ordinary concept of a meal ticket, the present device has 
the effect of serving customers by helping them maintain their health. It provides 
its greatest service to people who are setting limits on what they can eat. 

Furthermore, this type of information is normally considered a private 
matter, but since the person buying the meal ticket is the only one who has this 
information, it is also beneficial in this way. Cafeterias will earn the trust of their 
customers and greatly benefit, publicity-wise, as well. 
4. Brief Description of the Drawings 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram describing the configuration in one embodiment 
of the present device, and FIG. 2 is a diagram showing the operational sequence 
of a ticket vendor of the present device. 
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